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President’s Message: “In Case of Emergency”

The way our home runs, my wife takes care of our brood in the evenings, and each day during the week, | get
up early to care for our furkids. At the crack of dawn, | watch the morning news while | chase their furry tushes
around their room trying to stay one step ahead of them. —Eventually, the room gets tidied up, and the little
maniacs take their turns getting out for playtime. In the evenings, it's a matter of wash, rinse & repeat for round
two of each day’s adventures.

This past week on the news, the dominant story each day has been about the wildfires raging once again in
California. Having lived here my whole life, I've gotten very used to the many fires that ignite each year, and
have always been lucky enough to be just far enough from harm’s way to never have been affected. Watching
the news got me to wondering out of all of the people displaced by fires — how many had pet ferrets? Did they
have an evacuation plan for their furkids? It's not like you can grab a ferret like you would a cat or a dog and
just head on out the door. Cats & dogs will eat just about any food you give them if they’re hungry enough, but
not so with our picky, finicky, lovable ferrets. Add their banned status and you may have problems.

With all of the devastation, and hundreds of thousands of acres of land that have been charred, it got me to
thinking — what if we had to evacuate? What if our neighborhood was told that everyone had to go on a mo-
ment’'s notice? A few years ago, there were some large fires near our home that got a little too close for com-
fort. On the way home from work the evening before things started to get really bad, | raided the local Petco
for extra pet carriers — enough to transport everyone walking on four legs safely. When | got home, ash was
covering everything. By the next day, my wife Dawn was packing up furkids and heading out of town with them
— while | stayed behind with the cats and enough carriers to get them out too, if | had to.

In a serious situation, where you and your family have been evacuated and may not be able to return to your
home for days, weeks, or not at all from a total loss — what would you do? Besides having the basics to care
for yourself and your human family, do you have reserve food, bedding, medicines & other supplies to properly
care for your pets? | started thinking about it, and the reality of what is needed to properly care for ferrets is
difficult enough in a day-to-day situation, much less a disaster. Do you have back up cages at your disposal,
or the ability to transport your existing cages if the need arises? Many ferret enthusiasts have more than three
or four ferrets. — How do you tend to the needs of all of them? —What if they are aged, have various medical
needs, or there’s just too darn many of them to be able to move them all safely in a very short amount of time?
These are all very important things to take into consideration when planning your ferret family, and just be-
cause you can afford to keep them — and tend to their needs doesn’t necessarily mean that you will be able to
swing all of that and keep your sanity if disaster should strike.

| don’t have a book to hand you to tell you how to go about making sure that you're completely prepared in
case of an emergency, but having enough supplies and a safe way to transport your family and pets out of
harm’s way is the first order of business after deciding that you must get out of your home for safety’'s sake.
Making yourself and your pets as comfortable as possible will be the second most important thing to take care
of. There are no animal shelters that can take in your ferrets in California; so unfortunately, you will have to
care for them and all of their needs all by yourself. If you have the means, then you may be able to find a hotel
to stay in that is pet friendly and will allow your “miniature long cats” to stay with you for the short (or long)
term. | have heard all too often of people with pets that have been forced to live in their vehicles because they
had no place else to go. Ferrets being the heat intolerant creatures that they are — should not have to live this
way even in case of emergency. If you have a local ferret club, or are part of a chapter of Ferrets Anonymous
— please reach out to us. If you don't, still reach out to FA.
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It is likely that we know of someone who can help out in your time of desperate need. More often than not,
there will be someone who can take in your furry charges until you are able to take them home again, one
way or another. At all times, think of the well-being of anything animal or human for that matter that can’t fend
for itself. | can’t imagine anything worse than being homeless, even temporarily — without the means to prop-
erly care for your ferrets. There is always help if you seek it, and there is no shame in wanting to seek the
best care for those you love.

- Lance M.

Photo Contest Winner; 2008 Round-Up “Best Kisser”

“Perky Calleigh” who owns Dustin’s heart looks like a pretty good kisser to us.

Just look at that tongue ready to give some good kisses!
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I‘i:'l' l{-l-;li: You can help make a difference in the lives of
: = - homeless ferrets in ferret shelters for Christmas!
— Please visit the 2009 Ferret Shelter Giving Tree and
e make a difference in a ferret's life this year.

17th Annual Ferrets Anonymous Round-Up; March 20, 2010

Location will be announced at a later date—stay tuned!

If you have new items that you'd like to donate for the raffle and
silent auction’s for this event, please contact Dawn M. @ =
OCFerrets@yahoo.com
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