July 20th , 2009

Brian K. Devine, 
Chair & CEO, 

PETCO Animal Supplies, Inc.
9125 Rehco Road
San Diego, CA 92121

Dear Mr. Cowan –

LegalizeFerrets.org is a non-profit advocacy organization working for the repeal of laws banning ferret ownership in California.  We are writing to you today with a special and urgent opportunity that we realize may be a little outside of the traditional arena of the Petco Foundation, but is a most timely and urgent matter for us.  

As I am sure you are aware, California ferret owners purchase 27% of the ferret supplies sold in the entire country – underground as they must be, ferret owners in this state represent a significant market.  Despite their illegal status, there are more ferrets in California than in any other state, around 150,000 by some estimates.  Over 4,100 supporters follow us every week in our online newsletter, and word is spreading.  

I’m sure you are also aware that the major reason for the ban, the fear that ferrets might escape and form feral colonies, is simply not true, and totally unjustified.  This has happened in none of the other 48 contiguous United States in which ferrets are legal.  Further, ferrets have been domesticated for so long, they no longer possess even the natural instinct to survive in the wild retained by dogs and cats, and survive less than three days on average when lost outside.  They are unable to breed, as 98% of ferrets sold to the public through pet stores and major breeding companies are neutered in their first six weeks of life – spaying is in fact a matter of life and death for female ferrets.

After years of slow litigation on this issue that has gone nowhere, California ferret owners finally have their first realistic chance to turn this unfair legislation around this year.  Governor Schwarzenegger has announced that he will entertain changes to the ferret ban if the reasons for the ban can be disproved through an independent Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  

In 1997 the Department of Fish and Game already conducted a survey of all fifty state wildlife departments. The results of this survey clearly show that ferrets have never formed a feral colony or bred in the wild anywhere in the United States. This report was not made public until ferret proponents uncovered it several years later through the Freedom of Information Act. We are confident that an independent EIR will confirm these findings.

The process has already begun.  To assure compliance and in total cooperation with California Department of Fish and Game requirements, we have hired Dr. Geo Graening of Sacramento State University to conduct an official Environmental Impact Report on ferrets.  Since the research stands alone it is not directly related to lobbying or legislation, only fact-finding, and should not be controversial to anyone.  We have committed to spending $13,960 on the first part which is officially called the “Ferret Survey of North American Wildlife Agencies.” This is scheduled to take a year and we will be billed quarterly.  

That sum of money is normally out of range for our group.  Our year-to-date receipts are about $7,000.  But we are determined to get this done.  We have already paid an initial fee for the independent consultant to meet with the Fish and Game Commission, and this meeting has taken place.  Members of the Commission were open to discussion on the topic, clear on the path that must be taken, and expressed a willingness to work with the consultant and provide scientific information needed for the study as requested.

We are counting on all the organizations that would benefit from ferret legalization to help us to reach our goal.  Currently, ferret owners who love their pets live under a shadow of fear. They cannot take their pets for a walk in the park, they need to be careful not to speed while driving to the vet, and they worry that a spiteful neighbor or ex will turn in their ferrets as punishment for an unrelated dispute. Let's accept that ferrets are here to stay. They aren't hurting anybody and their owners should be able to enjoy them openly.

We began our fundraising campaign toward this purpose by asking our online constituency to send in receipts for purchases they’ve made from Petco recently, and we have attached the receipts we received in response.  We choose to approach Petco first because Petco is the largest retail pet chain in California and has an enormous impact on the pet industry financially.  We have found through our own internal surveys that you are the primary source for ferret supplies for “underground” families across the state.  

At this critical time, we are turning to Petco and asking you to take your place as a leading hero for ferrets and their owners across California.  Legalization of ferrets would also benefit Petco, not only through sales of ferrets themselves in your California stores, but also through greatly increased sales of ferret carriers, ferret clothing and ferret leashes that owners will require when we are finally able to take our pets out into the daylight without fear of confiscation or euthanization.
At this time, we respectfully request $10,000 to support the Environmental Impact Study on ferrets in California.  We will be most glad to share the findings of this study with Petco when it is complete, and of course will recognize this gift through major press releases, banners at events, articles in our major national ferret magazines, in our own newsletter and all materials regarding the EIR as it progresses.  We would be glad to provide more information on this process and would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss our potential partnership.  Please feel free to contact me at ….
Sincerely,

Pat Wright
President
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